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Additionally, the culture is celebrated for North Bengal’s
“wooden Gomira masks”, hand-carved
from a single block of wood by the
Rajbangshi community to ward off evil
¢ spirits, and Malda’s “Gambhira masks”,
which are used
' in satirical,
musical  folk
theatre to
openly critique
contemporary
socio-political corruption. From the
ethereal, translucent “Shola (sponge
wood) masks” of Murshidabad to the
clay molds of Kumartuli, West Bengal’s culture is
internationally recognized by organizations like UNESCO as an
invaluable repository of the subcontinent’s living, subaltern
heritage.

In short, the true power of West Bengal’s “mukhosh” culture
lies in how these L three iconic
traditions serve as the living heartbeat
of rural society. Together, this
powerful triad of Chhau, Gomira,
and Gambhira proves that the
Bengali mask is far more than a
decorative craft— it is a dynamic,
centuries-old - ™~ medium through
which marginalized communities continue to preserve their
history, express their voice, and celebrate their identity on the
global stage.
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Banga Mukhosh

Srabani Bera,
Department of English,
Semester — VI

In West Bengal, “Mukhosh culture” refers to the state’s
vibrant, ancient tradition of mask-making and ritualistic mask-
dancing, which serves as an artistic bridge connecting rural
folklore, animistic tribal roots, and Puranic mythologies. Rather
than acting as mere decorative items, these masks are treated as
sacred artifacts; when a folkdance puts on a mukhosh, it is
traditionally believed that they temporarily transcend their
human identity to embody the spirits, deities, or demons they
represent.

The  culture is
its remarkable
craft and distinct
performance styles.
them is the “Purulia
heavily stylized,
and clay creation with a massive,
ornate crown of feathers and beads
used in the acrobatic and martial Chau dance, which carries an
official Geographical Indication (GI) tag.

globally famous for
diversity of regional

theatrical
Most iconic among
Chau mask”. A
vibrant paper-méaché
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